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A Letter of Welcome to Istanbul from
the Conference Series Founder

By land from Asia to Europe and back, and by sea from the
Eurasian continental interior and the Black Sea to the
Mediterranean and World Ocean beyond, explorers of
geography, humanity and nature have found Istanbul at the
geographic crossroads of civilizations mixing, competing,
learning from one another and ever creating new worlds from
their dreams of the future.

Never has there been a time more in need of learning together.
More that that, some very creative people need to be heard and
heeded, people who have been studying the crossroads of
cultures' time, from Turkey's Catal Hoyuk, the Earth's oldest
known city, to the conditions and needs of the deep future for all
life on Earth deep into her soils and embraced by her changing,
heating climate. Now we need the discipline and optimism, the
humility and careful attention to learn from those warning us of
things to come and best lessons from the past, which is deep
indeed in Istanbul. More than that we need to forge fresh
creative ideas and directions to make our world civilization of art
and science, humane and spiritual questing a thing to endure
into the world off our children, and theirs, and theirs, and theirs.

We are now at another crossroads, between the past and the
future, success and failure. With humanity's immense population
and pressure on resources, with oil, the energy source upon
which society is most dependent, on the way out, with species
diversity collapsing all around the planet and with climate rapidly
changing in a threatening direction toward unknown outcomes, it
is time to examine our options in building our global civilization
and create a new one strong enough to forge success and
guarantee a peaceful humanity that can endure forever.

There is another crossroads implied by our International Ecocity
Conference series that started in 1990 in Berkeley, California
and traveled to Adelaide, Australia, then Yoff, Senegal, and on to
Curitiba, Brazil; Shenzhen, China; Bangalore, India and, in 2008,
San Francisco, California. We were in those years building a
tradition of building an ecologically healthy civilization. The new
crossroads, the intersection of that tradition with the growing
awareness of people everywhere that we finally of force need to
solve a problem never before faced by humanity, the very
survival of climate and life systems of the Earth, gives the Eighth
International Ecocity Conference the potential for powerful and

extraordinary influence on humanity's literal building of the future.

May we do it well.

Richard Register
President, Ecocity Builders
Founder, International Ecocity Conference Series

8th Ecocity World Summit 2009
Istanbul TURKEY

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL BALANCES

Since the second half of the 20th century, degradation of global ecological
balances led by environmental pollution due to the unconsciously overuse
and consumption of the natural resources, has become a major problem.

Clearly, most of the natural resources, being foundation stones of
economic development and growth, are vulnerable assets and it is almost
impossible to recuperate them. So, today, it is an obligation to apply the
environmental socio-economic development policies in the context of
sustainability. In other words, the sustainability and the existence of life on
earth depend on the development of urgent global policies which are truly
based on harmonious ecological and economic ethics.

With these reasons, the theme of the Ecocity 2009 Conference, "Global
Environmental Balances”, focuses on finding new approaches towards a
new ecologically oriented world order for future generations. Besides
underlining the importance of eco-thinking, ethics, eco-politics and the
methods to reach an ecological awareness, issues such as spatial
planning policies and natural resource management, energy provision
technologies, eco-architecture and design and environmentally friendly
building materials will also be discussed by scientists, politicians and
environment experts in the perspective of the third millennium.

To this end, following sub-topics of the conference are determined (but not
limited to) as:

Eco-Policy & Eco-Thinking

The methods to reach ecological awareness and ethics in terms of
re-formulating the human conception of environment, discussing the
consequences of human behavior etc., the role, content and methods of
eco-centric education.

Ecologically Oriented Economics

Viewing the economic system as a subset of the broader ecosystem. New
concepts of income measurement that reckon environmental pollution
and natural resource depletion in calculating national income. New
economic techniques based on the physical laws that govem energy and
materials flows in ecosystem.

Industrial Ecology

Designing new industrial systems that follow a cyclical pattern by
maximizing opportunities to recycle wastes at every point in the industrial
production and consumption process.

Eco-technology
Examining eco-technologies in electricity, water and heat provision in
terms of global warming.

Eco-planning
Natural resource management at national, regional and local levels, land
use decisions, decision making and evaluation methods.

Eco-architecture
Ecological design, eco-construction technologies and building materials in
architecture.

Global Climate Change

New techniques for the evaluation of technical, economic and political
sides of the climate change arising from the greenhouse effect of
heat-trapping gases and the effects of these changes on cities and
health. Furthermore, the current land use patterns pave way for the
cities of diverse sizes and varieties which contribute negatively on
climate change.

Natural Resource Planning and Ecosystem Management
Conservation, biological and technical restoration, renewal methods in
the context of sustainability of natural resources (catchment areas,
forestry, agricultural lands etc.) and applied examples, case studies,

Legal Aspects

The international protocols and legal, technical norms for the protection
of natural environment considering global environmental risks and new
directions.

CALL FOR PAPERS

DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

1st of August 2009

NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF ABSTRACT
15th of August 2009

SUBMISSION

30th of September 2009

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
The conference language is English
The abstract should be max. 250 words
Graphs, charts, or other graphics should be omitted.
The title should appear first, in bold capitals and centered.
All authors should be listed , initials followed by surname and centered
The presenting author should be underlined.
The e-mail address, phone and fax numbers of the presenting author
should be included.
The conference theme to be addressed should be indicated.
Abstracts must be written by using:
Microsoft Word
Times New Roman font type
12 points
Single line spacing

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
abstract@ecocity2009.com
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